A n underused resource of the Bertrand Russell Archives is class RAr 740, Dictation~This class contains Russell's dictated correspondence in the hand of his wife and secretary, Edith, from 1952 to 1969. I have chosen two days' worth of replies to illustrate the richness of this resource. The days are 28 April and 24 May 1952. The variety of topics is remarkable. Russell's correspondents were a source of important political and other information to him, and he took pains to reply extensively to some of them. He did write more letters on the two days selected than on average days, but not a great many more. There are eleven the first day and a dozen the second. He may also have written some in his own hand, as was his wont with intimates well into the last year of his life.
Your letter of April II has only just reached me, as I was abroad. 4 I have the strongest sympathy with the aims that you set out in your letter, and I hope that the association and its journal will have great success. I have been for very many years associated with the corresponding association in England 5 where I think that work of this sort is just as necessary as in your country. I have not, at the moment, anything suitable for publication in your journal but I will bear you in mind and shall hope to have something later on. 6 With all good wishes, Greece where we spent some time in Athens and then ten days or so driving through the Peloponnesus. " 5 The Rationalist Press Association. 6 The next known appearance by Russell in the Indian Rationalist is not until 195 6 , when another message is published (B&R C56.21). ion in less enlightened parts of America. The phrase which I quoted about yapping Yahoos was typical of most newspapers outside New York, Boston and Washington. You seem to think that the point ofview embodied in such phrases is no more influential in America than the point of view of Bevan 27 in this country. In this I am afraid that you are quite mistaken. In travelling aboQt America I have found that those who hold views similar to those which you express dare not give utterance to them except in the depths of the most inviolable privacy. I have found almost all the newspapers that I have seen in America spreading lies about the condition of England under the Socialist government.28 I have found these lies believed by almost everybody. Kind friends have sent me food parcels under the impression that I am starving. When I inform people who think themselves enlightened that British wage earners and their children have been better nourished in recent years than ever before, I am thought to be engaging in mendacious propaganda. My American friends, with few exceptions, use "democracy" as synonymous with "capitalism" and when I say that England is a democracy they refuse to admit it, not because of the King and the House of Lords but because the undesirable activities of plutocrats are somewhat curbed. I have no wish to promote a conflict between British socialism and American capitalism, but American capitalism has been promoting such a conflict by dishonest and unscrupulous methods from which it results that the British can only co-operate with America as slaves and not as free men. If Anglo-American co-operation is to continue, as I most profoundly hope that it will, it is essential that Americans should tolerate an internal economic policy in this country which they do not wish to see adopted in the United States.
Two Days in Russell's Dictation 39
I think ifyou were to live for some time in any Middle Western State or in California, you would realize that you have been living hitherto in a little island of enlightenment by no means typical of your country. tionism, your view that America should only bother with the Western hemisphere is isolationist, though you may not like to have it so described-seems to me technically impossible in this age. I do not see how it can be right for each of a group of nations to defend its own territory fruitlessly, but wrong for them all to defend their total territory victoriously, and that is what is logically implied in isolationism.
I will not deny that in 1940-42 I was in some degree affected by war hysteria.3 5 You will find my present views in my last book, "New Hopes for a Changing World". I can assure you that I am giving weight to the things that you say in your letter and that several of your points have struck me as important. 
Two Days in Russell's Dictation 45
shall probably finish it tonight as I have the bad habit of reading novels in bed. If Cambridge is as you represent it, it must have become more amusing since I was an undergraduate, which was in the early '90's. In those days we were all strictly celibate, which cannot be said of your characters. I am finding your novel amusing and pleasant reading and am hoping that it gives a true picture of Camhridge life.
Yours sincerely 12
Dear Mr. Callahan,39
Thank you for your interesting letter of April 2. I see that some of your problems are by no means easy. I cannot quite make out whether your natural bent is most towards physics or most towards mathematics.
I think, so far as work is concerned, the most important factor is one's spontaneous interest and that among things that it is reputable to work at one should select what one enjoys rather than what one conceives to be of most social utility. Nobody does good work of an intellectual or artistic sort unless he enjoys it. You say you have been getting bad grades lately and I should suppose that this is due, at least in part, to emotional disturbances. It is important not to let these interfere with work, especially while one is young. Given a certain amount of self-control they can fit in without damage.
I very much agree with what you say about the unfortunate way in which intellectuals in America are made bitter by non-recognition. America is a paradise for the executive type but is hell for the intellectual.
The situation you describe with Miss Crawford must be painful for you. I am sure your wisest course is not to pursue her. If she is really fond of you, this will make her more pliant; if not, there is nothing doing.
Yours sincerely 39 Gene Callahan, whose long letter is at RA2 720.122I07a. The Impact ofScience on Society.4I It all sounds most satisfactory.
The writer who said 42 that I plan to write a major work in a year or two confused intuition with prophecy. I have not at the moment any major work in view and I think all that I said was that past experience led me to suppose I should write another book presently. The stories to which you allude are another matter. I have so far written three 43 of lengths roooo 10000 and r8000. They are not intended to be serious or to have any sort of a moral but merely to amuse. One of them, which Unwin's letter is in RA.r 410. 41 The arrangements were thar Simon and Schuster would rake over the existing stock of Impact from Columbia University Press when the former's expanded edition appeared in 1953, and destroy it. In the meantime, Columbia would continue to sell its edition, of which Unwin says 775 copies remained.
42 In "Our London Correspondent", the writer "Private Wire" had reported that Russell "plans to write another major work in a year or two, spending the interval in reflection" (Manchester Guardian, 17 May 1952, p. 6). 43 The short stories composed by this time included "Satan in the Suburbs" and "The Corsican Ordeal of Miss X" (already published as B&R C5I.42). 44 Thank you for your letter of May 13. I thinkyou present the best case possible for what I still must call isolationism and in view of the uncertainty of all human affairs I will not assert dogmatically. that you are mistaken. As I read you I find myself carried along and entering into your mood. I suppose one ground of difference between us must be that I think Russia bent on world dominion 47 and you do not. I have not at the moment the necessary leisure for taking up your arguments one by one, but I will bear them in mind.
Yours sincerely
Unwin of 9 August 1947 agreeing to his "asking $25 from H. Fiegl [sic] and W. Sellars for the permission they want" (RA3 Rec. Acq. 70). On looking up the letter from Unwin that Russell is answering, however, one finds rhat the permission sought is for "The Validity of Inference", a chapter from An Outline ofPhilosophy (letter of 6 Aug. 1947).
And yet "On Denoting" was the only selection from Russell to be reprinted in the volume. When Unwin told him in June 1953 that there was a volume that reprinted "On Denoting", Russell supposed that he must have given permission. 45 Unwin had picked up on Stuart Hampshire's praise of "On Denoting" in "Ber- Thank you for your letter. You ask whether I've got anywhere as regards to the problems of existence. I know the meaning of "existence".
It's defined in Chapter 14 of Principia Mathematica. 65 Existence, not in quotes, has no meaning and the question "has it a meaning?" is meaningless.
The newspapers got the matter a little wrong about the use of my title. Like Lord Trent I avoid it for trade purposes as myoId name has a certain monetary value. Except for trade purposes, I use my title.
I see no reason whatsoever to believe in immortality. I think that a person is an organization like a cricket club and that one might just as well expect a cricket club to go to heaven when it is dissolved as expect the same thing about oneself 66
Yours ever II TO PERCY POPKIN 67 Dear Mr~Popkin, Is the enclosed demand for money O.K. and, if so, shall I send you a cheque? Would you be so kind as to fill in the enclosed questionnaire 68 and return it to me. .
Yours sincerely 12
Dear Sirs,69
Thank you Jor your letter of May 12 and for the enclosed manifesto. I have every sympathy with your objects, but it is quite impossible for me to do an article for you.
Yours faithfully 13
Dear Miss Howell Smith,7°T hank you for your entertaining letter. I am sorry to have been the innocent cause of so much boredom. Let us hope it will die down now that my 80th birthday is passed. With profound commiseration, Yours faithfully 69 Unidentified. Although there is no note that the letter should be discarded, a BRACERS search on letters of the requisite date did not turn it up. 
